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For Other Wants See Eighth Page.
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THE SOUTHWEST

Additional Details of the Cap-
ture and Occupation of Fort
Pillow and Memphis.

Advance of the Union Fleet
Down the Mississippi.

FORT RANDOLPH TAKEN.,

B

IN SIGHT OF MEMPHIS.

Capture of a Rebel Transport by
Lient, Bishop in a Small Tug,
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SPECIAL REPORT TO THE NEW 'YORK HERALD,

&Keoy &eoy &e,
Opr Raxporrn, Tenn., June 5, 1502,
Fort Pillow, the third fortifled point on the Missls-

slppl river,ns wo descend that stream {rom Calro, has
yilelded to the advance of the Unlon arms. Retiring
from Columbus o February last, tho rebels halied sy
Island No. 10, and for a tune stayed our progrese to-
ward the Gull. Simultaneously with the battle ay Pitts-
burg Landing this geoond stronghold was taken, and the
juurgent furces fell back to the first Chickassw Bluis,
nenrly & hundred wiles below, aud evmploted powerfu
‘works alresdy begun and koown to the world ss Fort
Pillow. On the 4th of June thiz (ortress was evacnatod,
and tho grand bighway of the great valley of the West
was again open frem £t, [onis to Memphis after & four-
teen mopihs’ blockade.
ARSUMRE OF AFTATRY WEFORE THE VORT.

¥or upwards of elght wecks the Unjon flest has been
glationod in the river a short distance above Fort Pl
low, anxiousl iting & propi moment for moving
upon the nuu:r’l wum On the 10th of May It wna st
tacked by the enemy's boats, and for ah bour waged
with ita nearly equal contesi. The latter were tlien
driven back after suffering conmiderable dnmsge, but
not, however, until thay had inflicted serious injuries upon
our own eraft. Affaivs then assumoed & qilesccnt state:
and snother month was passed in llieness, with am
almoet daily rumor that the position below was belug
evacunted, Op Sunday, June 1, a desertsr came from
\bie fort and stated that the upper battery was being
dismantied, and that the laud pieces were praparing to
move away. It was currently believed in the fort vhat
the desiruction would be completed by Snnduy evening,
and that the whole garrison wonld leave by their trans.
poris, usder covar of the night. The story was geoe-
rally eredited throughout the flest, and Commodore
Davie prepared to full upon the rear of the retreating
rebels and take immediale possession of the works,

MONDAY'S WORK.

Un Monday a reconnoizsance wes made by one of the
tugs to within a short distanee of the fori; bot, thongh
no ahots were fired, it was thought (hat a considerable
force wan sull in possession and prepared 1o dispute any
advapce Lbai might bo made agatost it.  After speading
afew minates in front of the fort (he tug returned and
reported the result « . or observationn, The day was
passed by those «n board the feet in gazing at the grim
elilfs and wondering when they could set fool upon the
promised land. Night came, and the beats were In thair
old positions, the tranaports and morlar flonts tied up to
the river baok in froot of Osceola—a small, mosquite
baunted town on the Arkapsas shore—while the gun.
boats anchored iu the middie of the stream. All on
board waited anxiously during the night Lo catoh the
firat sound of explosions that were expected an prelimi-
nary 1o an evascuation of Lhe fort.

A NEOONNOIMANCE AND EX/RNISH

On Tuseday, the 24 inst., the morning broke with a
clear sxy, and promised fair weather for'the day's ops-
rations, If any should take place, The forencon passed
away i quiet, and the eutire day promised to be as
barren of incidentn a8 the two wesks preceding. In the
afternoon three of the rems were sent down (o reeon-
seitre, aud on neariug the fort wers fired into by the
rebel gunhoats. They then returved, and In about an
hour's time were followed by the rebel host Jeff. Themp-
won, The Iatter passed arcund Craighead Point and
game speedily wilhin rangs of the Caliv, the foremost
boas of Whe Unlon Qeet, Six or eight shols were
fred &b the Joit. Thompaon, eliciting no veply
from tbe latter, which soon turned and went baek to
the fort, Obssryations made by the rams eonvimced
Commodore Davie thal the fort was nearly bat nol quite
deseriad.) Taosday nighi, ke (tn predeceseor, was passed
In lisiening for jons, bat ool & sound was heard.
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n.m;dmmurh.m hoars of darkness was
cauged by the myrinds of mosquiton that swarmed i
from the Arkansas swamjw, preseating their bitls with an
uiter disregard of the absence of funds In the cenfede-

s TH PORT MEING EYAOUATED

Ou Wednesday another reconnolssance was made in the
diregiion uf the fort, Lo decide Lhe greal question of the
evacualion. It was mot until afierncon that the expedi,
Lion-=a mugle lug—staried for the suemy's works, At
dark 4 returned , aud reporied thal the works were evi-

dently evagunted, or nearly 8o, As |4 was then too late | the

‘lﬁ-l-um beard lu quick succession, similar %o,
Bt womewhat sharper than the report of & beavy plece
of ordessce. Two of three LX) axpivaons were heard
Provious o wa o'clock P. M., aod several ncar morning,
&2 U sbolls were bursting from heat. Seversl fires ware
#ees through the trees oo Craighead I'vint, svidently
within the Beghiborlcod of the fort. The iefantry
forges o8 Ue Hoothern ghore of  Craigheaa
Poiat sent word %0 Commodore Davis late in (he
aftersoon of Wednesday that the (oriifications were de-
seried, and the fires and explosions during the bight
coufirmaed Le op.ulon of a'l.

LOUATION OF FORT FILOW--A WNLLANT FLAN POR 0B
CAPTUNE.

Fort Pillow is sitaated on the First Chickasaw Bluffa,
on (he Tennesses shore of the Missimaippl river, sbouy
sevesty wiles above Memplis. The course of ihe blufe
i concly morth and soull, sod above Lhem the river
maies & beod nearly &t right angles to the blaf, the up-
per ond of Uhe intter Delug just at the termination of the
bend. Al Uis poiat & swall stresm, known as Coal croek,
euters tho Mississippi, reparating the bluff from the bot.
om land boyond. Early i the wesk previeus to the
surrendar Capiain Seliwmorbors, of the Forty sisth
Indiara infaniry, made several surveys ueag Coal creek,
and asesrtaiped what the robels had a picket station as
thuir upper baltory pesr Lhe siream, and that the sentis
ool was kept ikere during the night and withdrawn at
daybreak. Capiain Folimmerborn eoncelved the bold
iea of atiackiug (rom this polus, with a faw companics
of lnfaniry, and, sutering at 159 upper work, would be
able 0 apike in seocescion all the guos of the
fort without being under any of their ire. Above
Conl creek #1e moveral bayous which il was necessary
to bridge Lelure Wrucpe could be moved with cortaioty.
Eeveral duys had been spent o Lis work, and on Tuss-
day lnst Caprain Echivame hoyon was within o few hun.
dred yards of the creck, eugag d la building s pontoon
raft for crossing the ereek, it nob belug furdable. His
design was to atlack on ibe following morning as soon ag
the picket was withdrawn, au ! there was every prospect
tint he woull be successful. [n the action of Tuesday
some uf the sheils fell near b.m, and be, supposing him-
wolfl discovered, abaudoied Lis work and retursed to hig
eamp. By the time ho learncd the roal state of affairs it
wag too late for him to complets his bridge, and the
evaguation occurring on the following day removed the
opportunity for carrying out Lis plane, As it is, Captain
Sehimmurborn deserves groat credit for the under-

tuking.
TARING POCSEBSION,

Um Thoraday morning orders were issned for the gun-
bosts and rams to gel ander way and move down to the
now deserted fort. The rams Switzerland and Monarch
got in motion before the more pouderous gunboats could
swing from their moorings,*and steamed slowly past
Craighead Point and outward towards the frowning
clf in their fromt. All eyes were strained (o pers
coive il prasible acy sign of human cecupation; bub the
blud wan as tonantiess as when Ferdioand De Boto dis-
covered that great river. The landing was soon
reached, and a party of soldiers sprioging om shore
climbed the parapet of she works and unfurled the
Union flag for the lrutim.ﬂ’ollhﬂ?ﬂlcw A cheer
rose from the ad I and transporis, and
in & short time the nhi fnrllllm!nl were alive with
Union soidiers.

DESCRIPTION OF PORT PILLOW.

Fort Pillow is by far the strongest pozition yet selested
on the river for rcbel baticries. The bluff rises ab-
ruptly from tbe stream sbout o hundred feet, and st all
pointe is very diflicult of ascent axcept where artificiel
means are used, Along its base for neariy three-fourths
of u mile stroug works have boen ecnstrueied aboud
twenty feat above the lovel of the river. The giscis e
at the highest possible aogle for earth to be placed, snd
can now only be ascended in piaces where the men bave
dug small stepe or foot holes. At regular intervals along
the whole disance the work is proporly bastioned, moss
of the Ltetions belug bult of sand bags, planking and
rapimed clay. =me of them ars designed fo mounting
two gung, bat wost of them for but one. All of the guns
ware protected by embrasores, thoogh none of them were
ascmutad, The walis of the smbrasures are consiructed

in the eUlOugest wanver possibie, ous of thom, and i facs
the eutire bustion, beivg of granite, chiselled and built up
with great care and nicety. The guns were mounted en
firm plank dourlogs and commanded the entire river be-

“tween the Fort snd Craighead Poins. The batleries are

buiit on & beueh ot the base of the oliff, upwards of hall &
mile in length by Afiy yurds o width. Several springs
gushi (rom the base of the blall, which rises abruptly like
uowall of graulle, and aifurd clesr water 10 the men within
\he fort. Four bomb proof and well constructed mages-
glues are placed at intervals in rear of the batteries, la
the least exposed pogitions, Near some of Lho guns were
holes bn which the men could retire whonever threstensd

with Lursting shells—probably an imitation of the famoug
“pat holes' of General Bragg at the o front of
Forl Plekeus. » -

THE WORKE ON THR BUMMIT OF THE BLOWR. °,_

The slope of the face of the blull i = an angle
of fifiy or Afiyfive degrees, and lis height is
upwards of a bundred feet. Oua benclh or shelf abouy
Lalr way up The blufl is a work mounting two guns,
which swept the river io thair front. On the summit of
the biuff commences & suries of extensivo feld works,
extending In the nggregate from lve o seven miles, and
all provided witlh & ditch in frond that could only be
leaped by an agile man? Thess works follow & sigmag
course over & geries of ridges and Lills that siretch bask
frowa the river fulo the futerior, and they extend from
Coal oreek, on the northern poiut of the blufl, to & polnk
below the lowest of the water batteries. A few batieries
were construeied on the summit of the bluff, one over-
looking the river and mounting six guos, ooe of them &
bundred:and-twanty -pounder of recent manufeeture.
The road from the river to the top of the slevation is
cul in ibe side of (he cliff, and has & steady theogh not
steep ancent thronghout. Hteps for foolmen have besn
cub in the blull at various points. The tress for half &
mile in the rear of the works have been cul down to de-
siroy a!l chance of shelter for an approaching enemy.

TIE GUNS LEFT IN THE DESERTED WORKES.

The retroating rebals had taken away ihe largess
part of tleir guns, and witempted o destroy the
remaioder. The works si the base of the blull
would mount more than fifty guns, but there were bud
ten romainiug, thres of which wers exploded. Two on
tbe Lill were also burst and wers prebably the cause of
the sounds that game to our sars on Wednesday night,
The gun cArriages were mors or leas burned,some of
them still smoking. The guns wore cafelully spiked and
their muzzles wedged with ball or stands of grape. Omg
huge 120 pound rified gnn had been burst,ibe entirg
bresch being projected mor: (han thirty fest. Oue gum
which Lind been slevated and Ared an a moriar wag ssil}
in position as abandoned by the rebels. In the sutire fory
thers wara found twelve unexploded and three exploded
goos and (Lree nioriars. The entire srmament of the
fort must have been miuch larger.

NRETRUCTION WY TUN REFELA,
What the reliels wers unable to remeve from ihe fert

,they bad comuiitted to the flames. Camp equipage, sup-

plies, sotton, syades, wagons, &e., bad beea burned, to*
gother with a new and apparently wall Bulit houses
which had besn the headquarters of ihe

officers. Severnl casks of molasses had been spilled,and
plenuant compound in it adhesion to each pedestrian's
boots, A single tent had besn left standing, on one side
of which was ke figure of & hoge pelican, and on the
other the words ' New Orleans boys don's ron for Yan*
kees.”" The basty exitof the owners s hardly in ne-
gordance witli the above declarstion. Thero were bus
fow marks of our eannouade—seversl trecs on ihe Ligh
ground cul off by ahot udtnwmvluqaﬁ
ground where abeil had expioded.

After & few hours at Fort Pillow the boats moved om
down (he river whers (he retresting oraft of Lhe snemy
bad dissppearsd but a few hours in advance, The evacu«
atton of H1ie fort was begnn ou Bunday last, but the fnad
dopartare of troops did not take plsce till Wednesday,
when tliey left on thelr transporis. Un the way down
oune of our transporis laden gith Le0ops saw
susplcious as Fulton, bwa milea below Fori Pillew, Um
janding she found two (wenly four pound siege guos
loaded with & double charge of graps and pointed to
wwesp Ll river, The cartisges were complote and the
(w0 gune were guisily taken omn bowrd, Iaadolph, om
the sovend Chickasaw biull, at the mouth of ihe fistahie,
ten wiles below Foct Pillow, was evacualed on Tuesday,
ecommandiog  ofesr, Coms FPinckoey, say.

to reach the fort until long aller nightfall, the mmn.nt | oy (ot o8 be wus  lamo  Dbe would like e
was deluyed 4ill morniug. About reven o'cluck I M iwe | got 8 guod miark, A4 Fort Raadoiph are seven




